
HOW TO READ A BOOK

T H O U G H T  M A P
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CRITICS
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HOW TO WRITE A REVIEW

T H O U G H T  M A P

Define + Classify the book 

short paragraph

what happened

what is it about

genre

Major Parts/ Problems

author's Interpretations

key sentences

were the problems solved

understand what the author is saying before conducting

criticism

personal opinion vs. knowledge

Show if the author is uninformed, misinformed, illogical, or

incomplete

Wrap up with final thoughts

who to recommend the book to

other books like it

Take notes

Highlight and annotate

Use sticky notes for key passages

Stop + write when a major event happens
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REVIEW EXAMPLE

T H O U G H T  M A P

Define + Classify the book as YA fiction 
Comic Books

escape from reality
executed perfectly

Friendship

part of character development 
executed perfectly

Love

finds first love
executed perfectly

Loved the book

highly recommended for YA fiction lovers, comic book
readers, and fans of revenge of the nerds plot lines.

no other books like it
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